NELSONS
IT was in 1798 that Thomas Nelson established in the Lawnmarket,
Edinburgh, the House which still bears his name. Since then it
has grown steadily, so that to-day its operations cover the whole
English-speaking world and a great part of Western Europe, and
it has made historic contributions to the development of both
printing and publishing.
Thomas Nelson's son invented the rotary press and coated
paper, and established a great educational business. Thomas
Nelson's grandsons launched in 1903 the Nelson Classics, the first
great series of its kind, and followed this a few years later with
copyright novels. The "Nelson Sixpennies" and "Nelson
Sevenpennies," well printed and cloth bound, opened the era of
cheap reprints; they became almost instantly famous throughout
the world, and the sales reached astronomical figures. These series
flourish still (now, alas, at 1/6), and so do the Collection Nelson,
and the Paris House, though the very successful German business
founded at Leipzig was swept away by the War. Widespread
activities in Australasia are directed from Melbourne, and the firm
is well represented in India, Africa, and the West Indies. The
Toronto House continues to grow steadily. The New York House
has already risen above the depression, under new and still more
vigorous management The London House has long been the
centre of many activities, in both general and educational publish-
ing. Parkside Works, Edinburgh, the firm's headquarters, pkced
in ideal surroundings under the shadow of Arthur's Seat, is a great
modern factory, equipped and organized to the highest pitch of
scientific efficiency, with many exclusive machines which have
been invented by successive heads of the firm.
In the early years of this century Nelsons' enterprise in new
novels, biograpmes, cheap reprints, and the phenomenally suc-
cessful Nelson Encyclopedia, placed them in the front rank of
general publishers.
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